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Following is a collection of unrelated items on USIA activities amearing a
_[period of several menths, Each item is separately dated and evaluated,

1, The Commercial Bureau of USIA requested quotations on 9,500 ball bearings
from the Swiss export firm of Albert Geser Ltd., St. Gallen, Switzerland,

, The quotation on bearings, manufactured by SEF Goeteborg and VEF Schweinfurt,

was 338,000 Swiss frarcs; individual prices ranged from 19 francs each for
;/kﬁf/ number 30308 bearings, to 82 francs for stock number 30316, Delivery of the

“entire etdek was guaranteed within sixty days;and payment was to be made by
means of an irrevocable credit established with the Schweizerische Kreditan-
stalt, Zurich, in Swiss francs or dollars., The prices quoted were too high,

! however, and USIA did not accept the off@Rer,

) b . TS
é gogsmber 1948

P
: -2. Sometime during the latter part of October 1948, the Czechoslovak Central
! , Iron and Steel Administration offered the Central Administration of Soviet
(= ' L}/ 0il Companies in Austria (CASOCA) $600,000 worth of extruded pipe,which is
; allegedly of Bizonia crigin, The material is to be delivered to TASOCA
shortly, and compensation scrap iron, figured at $26. per metric ton, will be
; .sent to Czechoslovakie for wggale in Switzerland., The remaining amount not
paid in scrap i an unnamed Swiss financial firm, (Field
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- 3, - In the middle of Séptember, Engr, APPEL of the USTA-controlled Siemens—
~ ‘8chuckert Engerthstrasse plant approached Director ZEHETNER of Siemens-

25X1X6 . + Schuckert Nibelungengasse in an attempt to obtain lar%e supplies of

ed silk bands (Lackseidenbaaddep),oiled linen Oelleinen), enamel

varriish wire (Bmaillackdraht),and other materials needed for Engerthstrasse

. 1/ “pr iory from the Nibg\lungeng‘asse_plaﬁt's FRP allotments, Director ZEHETNER

refused to negotiate.

; é‘Nox‘re i

am, USIA-controlled light bulb factory in Vienga-AEigéﬁsdo;f s been

¥etely rerovated and is operating according t@ sbte mﬂﬂnpm-
‘The factory has been cleaned, production lines reorganized,and new
staifed, La¥ge numbers of Soviet citizens are employed at the
’pechnicians, and serior office personnel., Many of the So~
& ir Aistria as industrial instructors or students. The

f fagtory receives large shipments of vapor light tubes {(Licht~

] from the Ospam plant in Western Germany and exports the tubes to the

e Lo e ot for hard cirrency. TSNS o the ship-

ments are made from Germany or how payment 15 mEde, " o ; :
i DRl S T T £ 25XAXB e

‘ i chickert,

-Schuckert, Muvek, Budapest VI, Terez
Gyomroi ut. 128, Director TUPY
have traveled to the Budapest

ere has been a steady exthange of p

Engerthstrasse plant, and Magyar Siemens
Korut 36, which has its factory at Budapest X,
~ and Director SCHURIN, both of .
“plant several times recently.

25X1X6 1%6

had been overhauled and re-

On 17 November 1948, two power shovels which
pal ed by ‘Bahnbedarf on orders fyom the Co ruction Division of USIA were
" by Juschwheschtrads to id, Both were caterpillar ex—
davators; oné was® madufactured by Ohrenstein Kappel, Type D, No, 860, % cubic
meter shovel capaeity, weight 30 tons, and powered by a 95 hp engine; the
other was manufactured by DEMAG, Type E 30, No, 407, 1 cubic meter shovel
eapacity, weight 30 tons, and powered by a 95 hp engine, Four additional
avators, o ovela, were [ d schedule o opairs at Bahnbedarf by
hese shovels is

21 No_vember 19,8

(C~3) 7. On 19 November 1948, two workers at Bahnbedarf, Josef NICKA, a shop coun-
cillor, and Roman GROSS, the cultural adviser (Kulturreferent), both des-
¢ribed as ardent Communists, approached the Austrian director of the firm,
‘also a Commnist, and threatened a strike unless something were done to

1ate "unbearable working conditions created by repeated demands to

= fon &H8 cut Prices, and by the ever-present threats of

tor in this dispute, ROSSAK is a Moscow~trained
] an | ty.who acts &s a liaison man between USIA and workers em~
Téél bﬁ”ﬁ troTlad riFms, ~ROSSAK called a meeting and NICKA, as
kesman for the workers, accused the management of under~paying the work-
“tpreating them as sldves, “eontinuously threatening to discharge them as
o working conditions "worse than under a Fascist govern-
acel§ER botp NICKA and GROSS of harboring anti-
l td1d them that they could no longer consider them—
Gt "Emerican ®erfs," Both NICKA and GROSS were visibly
-fons" & wpped their complaints against the manage-
wrrelisble and NICKA will be kept under
1 oh by “the "mafEpemEMt, " | The ultimate reason
» 1 ‘ dhee it Bihnbedarf is TI ROV's insistance that the only
¥or USTA to corbat the Marshsll Plan im fustria is for USIA plants to
difce high Quééity goolls faster and more cheaply than the Americans can
i PTKHOMIROV, deputy director of USIA, has ordered all plant
?j Bor Re%asen%g%moslgé :.CIA-RDP82-00457R002400340004-8 25X1A6a
: : o , 25X1X6  25X1X6
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24 November ;2& )
(F=3) 9. gner-Biro, USIA-controlled ma

: to_be neglected by the USIA admi
RADFUSS, the chief of production, and th
mutiist, are all unqualified and inéfﬁc
be in poor price estimates which make
though the Soviet§ recognize the plant!

% rt to remedy the sitpation, |

eadquarters in Vienna I, Margarethenstrasse, and 13 owned to a large extent

by the Laenderbank, The ¥ienna HeadJuarters of Waagrer-Biro has no connection

with the,{1SIA-cenhaoue;:;%af}}atx_epmmﬁ)ontr¢11ed Stadlau plant,) ' !
: : v e (14 :

2L, November 1949 ,/ o

/mz); 10,

Gr-17

Despite constant

25X1X6
pressureimrk on the winches ordered by USTA from 25X1A6a
is pr?jgr; 5ing s lowl:

confirm his previous

po

,,000,  Wiener-Brueckenbau has a quota of
negs are still the stumbling block because final
use of bushings has not Eome Trom Moscow, ‘KUB‘.’m, purchaskng

agent for Wiener-Brueckenbau, has been negotiating for ball bearings in
Switzerland with little success, Wiener-Brueckenbau has so far deliveredg5x1 A6a
seven winches and has "ningteén rgg@y-‘ the other firms working on the orde
arg rrogressing at the same speed,

) Sepbember 1948

25X1A6a

(F~3) 11, Following are some exatples of wha8his apparently a néw trend in US:IA? 25X1A6a
There seems to be a tendency to dispose of certaipyrmimpartant USIA firmgsyqagg
%( @y ther Lhrougl > former owners or by turning the firms over to

- . 25X1A2g
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d ne;otn.abm s with the former ow of two USIA
g N, (a smail Foundry) af” ; "and the
,er gn;lthlng Lactory, Waidhofen an -~ purpose of
ing these firms to their former owners who were rermans but hpesinesi-
@F more than twenty years in Austria, ‘ el oy —
-b. It has bee orted that the Schremser Gra'nitwerl‘(e K hier & Co., ,
A SI concern, had bean given to a workemit "Gooperative,
t‘ive mys a monthly ’boken rerﬂz (&nerkennungszlns) to USIA,
¢ s g l
o , :
o/ i “ k oam E
"' /)/ ///
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